
Navigating the Kansas Appellate Court System Through the Eyes of Former
Supreme Court Justice Carol Beier

Objective: Through a series of questions and discussions, learners will develop a solid understanding of the
decision-making process in cases before the Kansas Supreme Court by Kansas Appellate Justices.

Level - Course - Length: High School, U.S. Government course - 50 minutes

Link to Oral History interview:
https://ksoralhistory.org/interview/interview-of-justice-carol-beier-by-richard-ross-november-23-2022/?_sfm_interview_data
_kohp_collection=2658

The following clips will be viewed throughout the lesson in this order:
Between 15:18 and 19:15 minutes
Between 36:50 and 37:58 minutes
Between 20:53 and 21:25 minutes

Introduction - Background Terms With Definitions Provided: (5 minutes)
● Teacher - Display the following terms, for all students to see. Discuss in detail the meaning and context of each

term.
*Appeal (A formal request to a higher court to review and potentially overturn a decision made by a lower court)
*Legal Brief (Written document submitted to a court, with legal arguments, and facts, to support a party's case)
*Oral Arguments (Verbal presentations made by attorneys to a court, allowing them to clarify their legal positions,
respond to questions, and persuade the court regarding the merits of their case)
*Justice Conference Time (A meeting or conference among judges or justices to discuss a case or legal matter)

Clip A  Rule of Law 
Clip B  Change of Mind 
Clip C  Fairness and Impartiality 

https://ksoralhistory.org/interview/interview-of-justice-carol-beier-by-richard-ross-november-23-2022/?_sfm_interview_data_kohp_collection=2658
https://ksoralhistory.org/interview/interview-of-justice-carol-beier-by-richard-ross-november-23-2022/?_sfm_interview_data_kohp_collection=2658


Discussion - Video interview with former Justice Carol Beier: (25 minutes)
● Teacher - Hand out the five questions (listed below) to each student.
● Teacher - Divide the students into small groups
● Students - After watching the video clips with former Justice Carol Beier, discuss the five questions in your small

group, then be prepared to discuss as a class.
● Teacher - Show clips

Questions for students to discuss in small groups:
Note: Students should cite evidence from the clip to support their answers.

1. What does Justice Beier mean when she says, “The judicial branch is designed to operate differently from the way
our executive and legislative branches operate?”

2. Is it important for the judicial branch to operate differently from the other two branches, and how does this
unique operation contribute to a fair and balanced system of government? Explain with examples.

3. What are the three things that are provided to the justices prior to their making a decision in a case? Do you think
one has more bearing on the decision than the other two?

4. What are three things the justices consider when they meet to decide a case?
5. What does Justice Beier believe is the impact of oral arguments?

Wrap-Up Question: (5 minutes) Show clip
● Teacher - Write on the board or project on a screen the quote (below) by former Justice Carol Beier:

“Every party who appears before the court, every counselor who appears before the court, deserves the same level of
diligence and respect as every other party” - Carol Beier

● Ask each student to explain/write on their paper what former Justice Carol Beier meant by that statement.

Conclusion: (15 minutes)
● Teacher - Lead a class wrap-up discussion/overview over the concepts, questions, and responses by students.

 A and B 

C: Fairness and Impartiality




