
Middle School ELA Standards Connection 
Writing: Text Types and Purposes
W.6.1, 7.1, 8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

W.6.2, 7.2, 8.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, 
and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

W.6.3, 7.3, 8.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

Writing: Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.6.7, 7.7
Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.

W.8.7

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

W.6.8, 7.8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the 
credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.

W.8.8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation.

W.6.9, 7.9, 8.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.

Speaking & Listening: Comprehension and Collaboration

SL.6.1, 7.1, 8.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacherled) with diverse partners on grade 6/7 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL.6.2

Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under 
study.

SL.7.2

Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or 
issue under study.

SL.8.2

Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, 
political) behind its presentation.

SL.6.3
Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.



SL.7.3
Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 
reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

SL.8.3

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the 
reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Speaking & Listening: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.6.4, 7.4, 8.4

Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent 
descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate 
eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.6.5
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual 
displays in presentations to clarify information.

SL.7.5
Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims 
and findings and emphasize salient points.

SL.8.5
Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, 
strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.6.6, 7.6, 8.6
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate.

Speaking & Listening: Language in Speaking and Listening

SL.6.7, 7.7, 8.7
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when speaking.

SL.6.8, 7.8, 8.8

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression.


