

















A: I really don't because I have always...as I said, going back to the Junior
League, I was one of the people that was working. I was substituting, I was
working with a political campaign or something like this and still doing vol-
unteer when most of the Junior League members were just doing the volunteer.
And I can remember saying, vou know, you've got to start thinking of the work-
ing person and how you can relate that. It was just a gradual process. 1T
have a very supportive husband and he didn't push, but he allowed me to do the
kind of things that I wanted to do.

Q: Tell me about your education.

A: T graduated from the Wichita school system. Went to Stephens College in
Missouri for one yvear--woman's school--and then went to Kansas State and
graduated in elementary education as many women my age did. But I started in
Home Ec and went into elementary education. My husband was in veterinary
school at the time and so I taught one year in Manhattan while he finished
veterinary school and then did substitute teaching. And then I was the ele-
mentary specialist for a student-teaching program that trained student
teachers in twenty-six colleges and universities in Wichita. It was called
the Cooperative Urban Teacher Education program and many of those students
went into inner city schools. And during that period of time, then, I got uy
master's degree in urban education from St. Louis University.

Q: Do you have children?
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A: I have two grown sons.
Q: Were they already out of the home when you first ran for the legislature?
A: When I first ran for the legislature, mmhmn.

Q: So, what impact has all this had on your family? How do you balance being
a person in Wichita and being up here in Topeka? How do you do this?

A: Well, I sometimes wonder and I think this vear was so...it seems like
everything has subcomnittees and so you start at 7:00 in the morning 'til
evening. And my mother and my sister were up here visiting the other day and
I think they were wondering how I did it, too. Because when I go to Wichita
on the weekends, I'm also a realtor, so I show people homes and have open
houses, as well as try to be a wife and my children are not there, but also a
daughter. My mother lives in Wichita, so it is a balancing act sometimes,
trying to coordinate all that.

Q: Clearly, it must be alright with your hushand. D¢ you think...? 1Is he
just special? Are more men changing? How does he deal with the fact that
you're not at home all the time?

A: Well, he's very self-sufficient. He coocks. He's an excellent cock. He
can do the laundry, except he washed my silk blouse last week in the washing
machine. But he has...he’s been very, as I said, self-sufficient and doesn't
nind cleaning the house on Friday afternoons before I get home or running the
sweeper or those kinds of things.



Q: So it's not a big deal. Now you mentioned being a realtor. Here you are
deeply involved with education. I was looking at vour office with all these
marvelous plaques you have which are quite a testimony. How come you're a
realtor?

A: Oh, probably because of the flexibility. As I mentioned, I had substi-
tuted and been involved in a student-teaching program. I worked for a psychi-
atrist that was much into the holistic medicine. I did international
conferences for him and I've run political campaigns. I think the real estate
[is] probably because of the flexibilitv. I've enjoyed it. I enjoy working
with people and it's fun to find homes for people.

Q: What would you say is the cost of being a legislator? And T know that can
mean many different things. All the way from prying into your finances--which
I'11 do as much as you'll let me. Emotional cost? Time? Family cost? What
does it cost you to be in the legislature?

A: Well, I don't know that I would say it costs me anything. T think that I
gain from being in the legislature, so I think that it's the personal input
almost, to me, rather than the cost. And, as I said, if things work out and
juggle those kind of things...I guess if my husband were to divorce me, there
would be the cost of that, but really, I've gained so much and enjoyed the
process.

Q: You sound very positive. What kind of person does it take to be a leg-
islator? My first impression is that you'd have to have a very high energy
level. But, I guess what I'm really asking you ig can you think of something
that would make it hard for you to be in the legislature? What is it about
your life that makes it posgible for you to be in the legislature?

A: Well, I really don't know. I guess it's just the personal makeup. Tt
works. As you say, the high energy level, those kinds of things.

Q: What have you gotten out of it? You suggested it, but truly what do you
get out of being a legislator?

A: Well, I have had, besides just the Kansas Legislature, I've had some
personal kinds of things because of it. I serve on the Executive Board for
the National Council of State Legislators for the Women's Network. And a
year-and-a-half ago, there were eight women from that group that was the
executive board that went to Korea and Taiwan and we did international
seminars with women from Japan and Taiwan and Korea. Women running for
political office. We were there two weeks in Korea and then on to Taiwan and
so that's another personal kind of thing. I think I enjoy the political realn
and being in Washington, D.C., for meetings and things like that because of
legislature or politics. You know, meeting several Presidents and those kinds
of things are neat. I have many good women friends in Washington who are
involved in many different areas, the National Safety Transportation Board,
one friend was through political things, and now vice-president of US Rir.

You know, those...I think the legislative kind of things. And the offshoot of
being in the legislature, I was accepted as One Hundred Women in Leadership
America, which is the first group of women in leadership America. So, that
again is another kind of gain. So, it's here in Topeka, but it's also broader
than that.



Q: Sounds great. It sounds like you are truly in a role that works for you.
Do you see staying in the legislature? Would you want to be Speaker,
Governor? And I'm not really trying to ask you about yvour future plans?

A: Oh, T understand that. No, I think continuing in the legislative process
at another level certainly has always been an interest. Whether...I don't
know which particular level that would be and there are certain times [when]
being in the right place at the right time works. I think that's part of it,
too.

Q: But this is a profession and a cause which you see continuing in your
life, that suits you?

A: Well, I think if the voters elect me, but....
Q: There's always that.

A: And I think we've seen in the last political campaigns and elections that
incumbents were defeated and sometimes good incumbents, but the voters thought
that they had been there too long. So I think that you have to kind of look
at that, toco.

Q: 1I've asked several people this and it really always comes out of our con-
versations. I did not set out to ask this guestion. Do you think it works
for Kansas to have a citizen legislature? I talked to people who have a
terrible time making ends meet. I've talked to people who really have a hard
time continuing their family life who don't live in Topeka and being here.

And it's interesting to me to look at this and to say, 'Does it work? Does it
work to ask people to have another profession and then come to Topeka? Does
it work to ask people to have families and come live in Topeka?' What do you
think about that?

A: Well, I think it certainly doesn’'t work for a lot of people because, I
think, of the family situation and all, but I would hate for us not to have a
citizen legislature. 1I've known other legislators across the country that are
full-time legislators. I don't think they get anymore accomplished than we do
at all. And then there're some legislatures that only meet every other year,
and still get the same amount accomplished that we do, but I think our process
has worked for us and I would like to keep it that way. I think the
perception of the public out there thinks we get paid a lot more, wined and
dined and all that, and that we're just up here having fun, and I love having
people from...well, it's fun to have pages and then their parents coming with
them and other people from the district to really realize what happens in the
process all day long.

Q: Not to mention the fact that your offices aren't that great, if you don't
mind my saying so. In terms of quiet and privacy.

A: We're never there.
Q: Which is, I presume, the reason. What do you think about this incredible

revolution that is going on which is all of these women who--thirty-five in
the House and nine in the Senate--who are here as part of the process that
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used to be a male preserve? Since 1919, we've had occasional women. Some-
times widows, sometimes on their own, but we've never really had very many.
Do you have any perspective on it as one of the ones who's part of this
revolution? Where it comes from, what difference it makes whether it does
make any difference, that women are essentially the same kind of adults being
legislators that men have always been. What is vour perspective on this?

&: Go back and ask the question again.

Q: How much do you think the experience of having a great many women elected
to the Kansas legislature means? Hag it changed anything? Does it reflect
any other change? What difference does it make now that there are a lot of
women here?

A: Well, T think as far as the issues are concerned, I think there are cer-
tain issues that women tend to vote together on or think about. I mean,
children's issues and that kind of thing, I think we have our own personal
background and perception of those issues and, so, those are things that women
can get together and vote on that didn't used to.... And it takes more than
just the women, but I think women can work together on some of those kinds of
issues.

Q: Women get together and can be the difference or spesarhead certain issues
that have traditionally been called 'women's issues', you were saying. Why
don't you think those issues got taken seriously before all the women got
here? Or why didn't those issues get as far as the women can take then.

A: Because there weren't men pushing them. Men were interested in, and
you've got to also think, you know, the Kansas Legislature has been more rural
than urban and more agriculture kind of oriented. So there were the farm
issues and some of those things, T think, [which] certainly ares very
important, but men were pushing many of those kinds of issues.

Q: Do women operate any differently, and I know there's a great deal of
difference among them and a great deal of difference among men, but despite
all that do you see women operating somewhat differently than men?

A: Oh yes, I think they do. Very much so.
Q: How?

A: Well, again, I think maybe more of the coalition kind of building again.
You find women that have common interests with you and maybe you'll work with
them on certain issues and know that they're gonna introduce legislation that
you're interested in or vice-versa. I think that...I guess, more of the
social issues. They tend to find maybe the constituents out there that are
interested in social issues and will push those issues, whether it's an issue
having to do with pre-natal care or something like this, that they'll carry
the process through. Those issues might have been mentioned to men before,
but they let them just go away and didn't push the issues. T think women are
not afraid to work hard and push an issue and know that it's maybe not going
to pass one year, but will pass the next vear.
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Q: Tell me, what question did you think I wmight ask you that I haven't or
what question should I have asked vou that you would like to get on the record
about the experience of being a woman, a very successful woman, in the Kansas
Legislature?

A: Well, I can't think of anything right now, but I think it's a great
project that you're working in. It's interesting, I guess again, going back
to knowing women in the other states and we talked about the number of women
here, but that certainly is a trend across the United States, the number of
women. But it's more in the Midwest, state of Washington. There's still in
the southern states...you're still faced with very few women in the legisla-
ture and that somehow has to do with political parties. Some of those are
dominated more with Democrats and it seems like it's more of a man's world,
somehow, down there in the Democrats and not allowing women into the process
and very few Republican women ever get elected to the legislatures in the
South.

Q: That's interesting. So you really see this as a kind of Great Plains,
midwestern phenomenon?

A: I think it has something in it. Going back to...well, just look at our
own state with Nancy Kassebaum and some of the things like that. Jan Myers.
We kind of really have been fortunate in electing women to Congress, which
there are many states that still say, 'We'd like to have a woman in the United
States Senate or more women in Congress.' We're a role model example here.

Q: Do you think Kansas does really see women differently than some other
parts of the country?

A: I think they're very accepting of women. I think they see them as in
partnership and I don't...I can't say that any male in the legislature re-
sents having women in. I'm sure that's not been always the case, but they see
them as a partnership and it's just a natural phenomenon that there's going to
be more women in the legislature the next few years.

Q: So you haven't had any real difficulties in the legislature or felt that
being a woman gave you any...?

A: Oh, absolutely not.

Q: Well, I thank you very much.



