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Q: Good answer . Do you think, then , that the people in your 
church when you said that , do you think they have changed 
their expectations for women then or just made an exception? 

A: No , I think those that are adamant that a woman ' s place is not 
in authority over men- -which is the main argument there--they 
still believe that . Now, whether they believe that I ' m doing 
any good or not good , their argument is should I be there . It 
is not what I accomplish or don ' t accomplish , it's should I be 
there . But most do believe that I should be here . Now, I would 
have a problem with running for President because I would 
usurp all men by being President and that I would have a 
personal problem with . As a legislator , I don ' t feel like I ' m 
usurping a man ' s authority role over me . I ' m just a partner 
in making decisions but , see ... my head is my husband and he 
supports me. Now , if I did it outside of him , then, scrip
turally , I might have a problem . I think for the most part , 
the people in my church that are adamant are Christians that 
know me that have espoused that view . Most of them that live 
in my district would vote for me and would support me . I don ' t 
think that they would not vote for me because I ' m out of the 
will of the Lord, because I believe that all they have to do 
is look at my life and look at how I won and know that the 
Lord ' s hand is in it and that he wants me there and then when 
they see that , I don ' t think they will have a problem voting 
for me . Anybody that can look at me and see my baby came on 
the sixth day of the break, instead of in the session , knows 
that the Lord wants me here . 

Q: Well, this is not one of the questions I ask most people 
because most of them haven ' t had an experience like this, but 
what was it like to have a baby right in the middle like this? 

A: I don ' t know. It wasn ' t any problem for me . I think the 
biggest surprise for me was finding out three weeks after I ' d 
won the election that I was pregnant. I couldn ' t believe it 
and I didn ' t know what to do because I thought I can ' t ... these 
people fought hard. I didn ' t win by much, but these people . .. 
I can ' t let them down . I can't resign! And at that time I 
didn ' t know anybody or have an inkling of who would replace me 
if I resigned , so I felt like that was not an option. so , I 
just thought well, you know , I just said , Lord , You let me win 
and You knew I was pregnant and You didn ' t let me know because 
You knew I ' d withdraw . See , I would not have run had I known , 
but the Lord, I believe , wanted me here and therefore I didn ' t 
find out till .. . I was 5 months pregnant when I found out, can 
you believe that? Had the baby April 20 and , like I say , I 
was on break for ten days but it was no problem . How much of a 
problem can a new baby be? All he does is eat and sleep . I 
guess my first one, that ' s all he did . Some babies scream and 
holler and the second one never did either , but I believe it 
is all in the love and care you give them . You hold them and 
they are not going to cry . I nursed him . I'd sit in the 
ladies lounge there and listen to all the debate and nurse him 
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and come out and I ' d hold him all the time and everybody would 
say , gee , Darlene , don ' t you want to go down to do something ? 
Do you need help eating or something? I ' d say , no, I ' m fine , 
but they looked for reasons to hold him and I had a little 
basket that I brought, though, that I could lay him down if I 
had to write or do things and I put it right by my desk and he 
went through the 10-day veto session , no problem . Nobody ' d 
even know I had him . 

Q: You must have felt pretty good . 

A: I felt good . Oh yes , everybody was saying , what are you doing 
back here in four days ? With both my boys , I went in , had 
them and was home in ten hours . 

Q: So you had him in Wichita? 

A: Yes , had him and went home . 

Q: Did you have Plan Bin case he came while you were here? 

A: Well , yes . I was seeing a doctor here because for my weekly 
visits I couldn ' t get home to see my doctor . So I was going to 
use a midwife here if it came to that . I was not going to have 
a hospital . I ' d use a midwife here , but it didn ' t come to 
that . But I did have ... in case. But I just felt like the Lord 
knew and He just wasn ' t going to make me have my baby in 
Topeka without my husband and my family here . He just wouldn ' t 
do that and He didn ' t . 

Q: Well , in our researc h , it seems like there are not very many 
women until this year and , of course , four of you this year 
that had babies . I n fact , the only other one we ' ve determined 
was pregnant while she was a legislator was Mary Ann Reynolds , 
and I think it was ' 75 or somewhere around that . so you ' ve 
kind of set a record this year and it ' s interesting . It will 
be interesting to get some response from other people to this 
and your response is important , too . If everyone had the same 
experience , how you feel probably would be a factor . 

A: I didn ' t have any problem being pregnant and keeping up with 
energy or anything . 

Q: Do y ou think ... I guess this is going back a little bit to this 
other question. Do you think the women who have young children 
are at a disadv antage because maybe people won ' t vote for 
them? I mean , running for office . 

A: Gee , I don ' t know . I don ' t think as far as voting . 

Q: You don't think people say they ought to be staying home with 
their kids . 
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A: Gee , does any body believe that anymore ? I mean , I believe 
fundamentally that philosophy , so I don ' t think that ' s g o ing 
to be a handicap as far as voting . I think the disadv antage 
comes once you ' re here because I believe that that is where I 
am at a disadvantage because I don ' t ha v e the close 
relationships because I ' m spending time with my family . Nobody 
calls me and says , Darlene , do you want to go to this 
function? Nobody says , do you want to go to lunch? They just 
automatically ... ! don ' t think it ' s because they don ' t like me 
as an i ndividual . I think they just automatically assume that 
I 've got something else going on , and so they don ' t ask me and 
therefore actually I ' m the one that ' s disadvantaged . My kids 
get me and my voters get what they need , but I ' m losing the 
personal relationships of legislators up here . So I think I ' m 
the loser in this game . 

Q: A different situation . Do you think there ' s anything I haven ' t 
asked you about this that you ' d like to share? Is there any 
observation you ' d like to make? 

A: I don ' t know . I think that all citizens of Kansas should come 
spend a day in the gallery . Every c i v ics class ought to come 
up and teach those young people what government really is and 
how it works because I believe t hat if the citizens could come 
up on a day when we are voting something important and watch 
those lights change from ~ed to green , red to green , they ' d 
see how important it is to send somebody up that has morals 
and ethics , regardless o f which way they vote . Someone who 
will say what they stand for and stand by what they say . These 
people don ' t do that . They look and i f it looks like it ' s 
going one way or the other , they ' ll say , well , if it will pass 
I don ' t want to be recorded as saying no , so I ' ll change . 
Then , if they see it ' s going to fail , they go , well , they 
don ' t really need my vote , so they switch back . o r we could 
pass--it would never pass because these legislators always 
protect themselves--that your vote i s your vote and you can ' t 
change it . Then they would th i nk before they push that 
button , but that will never go up here . Ethics? Want to talk 
about ethics? Something they don ' t have up here. You can pass 
all the ethics reform bills , but if it ' s not in her e before 
you get here , those bills aren ' t going to do any thing for you . 
I think government i s important and I think a lot c an be done . 
I just think the people need to get it back , but they have t o 
do it themselves . We don ' t need to legislate . My slogan when I 
ran was educate not legislate . That ' s to get the people 
informed , but also to be responsible. We turned the people 
into a welfare soc iety . They look to the government for 
everything and they don ' t want to be responsible and that ' s 
why education ' s got all these thi ngs because the parents .... I 
mean , it ' s just a big vicious circle and now the bureaucracy 
perpetuates itself . Now, you can ' t get rid of those p rograms 
because you ' ll eliminate 2 000 jobs , for cry ing out loud . 
Heaven forbid that we ' d eliminate a state employ ee . But I ' m 
g lad I 'm here a n d I hope I win re-election and at least get 
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down there . At least I ' ll give them a different way to look at 
things because I don ' t think anybody quite looks at it the 
way I see it. 

Q: I really appreciate it . 




