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A: Yes, for which I campaigned and had to be elected. First by my 
class as sophomore representative and then by the whole school. 

Q: Do you relate that back to your father? 

A: It was never conscious, but I'm sure psychologically it seemed 
like a very natural thing for me to do. I have never felt that I 
was in foreign territory. 

Q: Well, what did you major in in college? 

A: I majored in English Literature and American History. I did a 
double major, neither one of which equipped me for the world of 
work or for the political arena, for that matter. 

Q: Well, did you work after you graduated from college? 

A: I helped to open Vivian's Gift Shop for my first year out of 
college. At that first year, I also joined the Junior League of 
Topeka and then I was married a year after school, and I make the 
point about the Junior League of Topeka because it, more than 
anything else, is responsible for what I'm doing today. For the 
first of many, many years of my life, I made volunteerism a career 
and I know that because at one time I was interviewed about the 
various volunteer positions I had held, most of which were in 
policy-making. Although I did some one-on-one volunteer work, a 
good deal of what I did was either initiating something or 
providing the policy and oversight for it. But when I was 
interviewed for some of the volunteer positions I held, I was 
asked to estimate how many hours a week I spent in volunteer 
activity. I had to do a little thinking and calculation, but I 
came up with 30 hours a week. So, for me, raising young children 
and my volunteer activity and the support role I tried to provide 
for my husband was definitely time and a half. 

Q: How old were you when you were first elected to the Senate? 

A: Well, I'm fifty-one now and, so actually, my election would have 
been seven years ago. The election would have been 1984, and I 
was born in '39, so you can put pencil and paper to that. 

Q: Exactly, because I think we both probably graduated in 1956 from 
high school? 

A: I graduated in '57, and college class of '61. 

Q: How would you describe your family, with your parents? Did you 
have brothers and sisters? 

A: I have a sister, a younger sister. 

Q: What type of family activity, what kind of emphasis did your 
parents place on ... ? 

A: My father particularly was extremely involved in community affairs 
and statewide affairs. I just can't even mention a position that 
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he didn't hold in that regard, and so my mother took very much a 
support role in that. She was definitely a full mother, and we 
really did a lot of support role with my father, too. My father 
was very close to us, however. He was--he spent a lot of time in 
father-kind of activity. 

Q: Well, he probably--you probably knew what he was doing in his 
public roles, too, then? 

A: Oh, I can't say that I really did. We didn't really sit at the 
table and--I don't think any more than any other family--I can't 
sit here and say, oh yes, I remember we used to sit at the table 
and talk about affairs of state and public policy. No, we really 
didn't. We talked about more personal things, so I didn't really 
glean any insights from that. 

Q: Now, you lived at home. I ask this question because if you're 
outside of Topeka this is important probably. While you were in 
the legislature, you commuted back and forth, but you stayed home 
in your own home? 

A: Oh, yes. Living here in the capital city was, and continues to 
be, extremely important to me. Although my children had gone to 
Lawrence to school, I still put the mothering very high on my 
list. It means a great deal to me. Now, my children are all 
married and neither one of them are even in the state right now. 
They're both living out of state. But it means a great deal to me 
to come home in the evenings to my husband. I cannot overstress 
that. I don't know if I'm made up differently from other people 
or not, but I'm not positive that I would have as much interest in 
serving in the legislature if I were commuting. 

Q: Good question. 

A: Yeah, that was a real good question for me. 

Q: Do you think that in your case anyway that there was a cost to 
your family for you to serve in the legislature? 

A: Absolutely none. It has actually ... I think my husband would tell 
you firsthand that he feels extremely proud of the work that I am 
doing. He feels very much a part of it because I am able to come 
home. I'm able to talk to my closest constituent on an ongoing 
basis. Now, sometimes we have little home debates on some of the 
issues and I've been known to come around and he's been known to 
come around. He really enjoys it. He has a much greater academic 
knowledge of political science than do I. He was very involved in 
political science in college, and so that has certainly enhanced 
my appreciation and my knowledge of what I'm doing. I would say 
we are really doing this, from going door-to-door, really 
discussing the issues and having an understanding of the impact 
that they're going to make outside the halls of the legislature. 

Q: Now, do you feel like your experience in the legislature has 
changed the way your friends, if not your family, treat you, see 
you? 



15 

A: Yes, it has changed a great deal. Some of this is good and some 
of it is maybe not so good. Having grown up in Topeka, I guess, 
and having been involved in volunteer activity to the extent that 
I was, I was very fortunate. John and I have been very fortunate 
to have an awful lot of close friends, even more because our 
children went to school here locally. Friends have been a very 
important part of our lives. We enjoy entertaining, we enjoy being 
with them. My legislative activity has restricted that a great 
deal. Now, who is to say what happens when other people get 
involved, too. some of my friends have also taken roles, whether 
they are elected roles or roles in the business community, that 
they didn't have before I ran for office, if we can use that as 
the benchmark. So, who's to know? But I miss seeing my friends as 
much as I used to. On the other hand, I feel fortunate that these 
same friends seem to have a high regard for what I'm doing. They 
are very supportive. When I do have a chance to visit with them, 
they make me feel like a million dollars. They call me for advice 
about issues that are on the ballot or things that they read about 
in the newspaper, and that makes me feel very good. They seem to 
put a lot of faith in my ability to research the issues and the 
decisions that I make. 

Q: Well, how do you feel this experience has changed you, privately 
or publicly? Do you think it has made a difference? 

A: It has certainly expanded my world and the appreciation for the 
diversity of my hometown. I felt like I had had so many 
experiences prior to running for public office, and that I had 
been so much a part of the city of Topeka, but this has expanded 
my knowledge beyond what I would ever have expected. It probably 
also, to be very honest about it, has given me the knowledge that 
I had greater capabilities than I would have given myself credit 
for, and I've never been--I hope I've been humble--but I don't 
feel like I've ever sold myself short. I've never been afraid to 
be thrust into some new positions. I know frequently when I go 
in, I am turning a corner and not positive what's going to be 
around that corner. It all seems to have worked out and I have 
seemed to be able to arise to the occasion. And I have not been 
terrified at failing because sometimes I've been more successful 
than others. I think now of the times that I speak being very 
important, not only on the Senate floor, but before groups, and on 
one-to-one. When I was in high school, I was on the varsity 
debate team and probably more than any of my colleagues at Topeka 
High School, I was the one that seemed to have to get the four, 
which is the lowest score. And I will tell you that I certainly 
would not have had a lot of confidence in my ability to speak. 
Now, I'm not trying to misrepresent my capabilities there. It's 
not my strongest suit, but, on the other hand, you know those 
experiences have built and, in fact, I don't know that I would get 
a four if I were to go back now. 

Q: That's interesting. That probably should be a question we ask. 
How many of the people in the House and Senate have been in 
debate. Did that prepare you? 
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A: I tell you I don't know that debate is ...• Maybe debate is only 
important in that it's competitive. Forensics, which could include 
debate, could demonstrate the skills that you may have gained in 
those kinds of activities, or just simply your natural talents. I 
think the important thing with debate and forensics and athletics 
and what they have in common is that they are competitive and you 
are put into a competitive arena. Now, in sports, frequently and 
still, women are in women's sports. When you are in debate, then 
it was not a woman's role at all. As a matter of fact, if you 
were on a varsity debate team as a woman, you were probably the 
only woman on that varsity debate team, so that throws you into a 
different arena. 

Q: That might be the difference rather than the debate activity 
itself, the arena? 

A: It may have. 

Q: Is there anything that I haven't asked you that you would like to 
tell me about yourself or your experiences in the legislature, or 
anything remotely related to that? 

A: I guess nothing occurs to me right now. I guess I would just add, 
because you have asked about the expectations of my role as a 
woman and being able to pick up the cudgel for women's issues, I 
would say that I'm called on more to be a player, an active 
participant in my party, than I am in what some people term the 
"women's issues." I never think of "women's issues", but I think 
of them as "people issues." 

0: That's a good conclusion. 




